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GUeckly Memorials 


FOR THE 


INGENIOUS: 


OR, 


An Account of Books lately fet forth in feveral Languages, 
Withother Accounts relating to Artsand Sciences. 





Munday, April 17. 1682. 





Sd 
An Hittorical Relation of the [land Ceylon im the Eaft-Indies: Toge- 
ther with an Account of the detaining in Captivity the Author and 
divers other Englifhmen now living there ; oo | of the Author’s 
Miraculous Efcape. | 
Muftvated with Figures, anda Map of the Ifland. By Robert Knox, 
a Captive there near Twenty Years. London, In Fol. 1681. 


He Author ofthis Curious and Extraordinary Piece,by the Teftimony of the In- 

' genious Sir Chr. Wren,Mr.Hook, &c. a perfon of great Truth and Integrity, 

after having referr:d his Readers to the common Sea-Carts, and his own, 

which he fays is the beft, and moft Corre&, for the Scituation of the [faxd, 

with refpe&t unto its neighbouring Countries, dividing alfo the Country into feveral 
Provinces, proceeds to inform the Inquifitive: ‘ 

That the Land is Woody, Hilly, and well Watered; the Rivers ftored with 
Fifh, Rocky, and fo Unnavigable: The Country moft populous about the middle ; 
the Northern parts fomewhat fickly ; the Vallies Quagmires: The vaft Hill, «called 
Adam’ s Peak, is the higheft, and from thence do arife many Rivers: The natural 
Fortifications of the Country are Mountains ; the Seafons very differing, raining on 
the Weft-fide, when the Winds are Wefterly, which is the time for 7/#age ; and being 
very dry on the the Eaft-fide, which is the Seafon for their Harvef; and fo on the 
contrary ; heviag-always Harveft in one partor other: andthe Rain fo parted about 
the middle of the Land, that on the one fide of a Mountain “tis rainy and wet Wea- 
ther,whil’ft on the other very dry,and exceflively hot; the high Lands having more 
Rain than thofe beneath the Hills ; and the North-end of the Ifland moft fubje& to 
drought, having fometimes been five or fix years fo dry , that there was no Plowing 
or Sowing ; and difficult to dig Wells deep enough to get Water, whil’ftin other parts 
no Rain was wanting. 


o That 





[ 86.) . 


That in the Province of Ouvah, the Cattel will commonly die, if they be driven 
ipto any other parts of the Ifland, the Author afferts, though the reafon (he fays) 
none knows, but is conjeétur’d to be occalioned by. a kind of fimall Tree or Shryb, 
which grows in all Countries but Ouvah, the touch or {cent of ‘which may be poy- 
fon to the Ouvah Cattle, though it is not foto others. The Tree hath a pretty 
Phyfical Smell, like an Apothecary’s Shop, but no fort of Cattle will eat it: Our 
Author likewife defcribing the chief Cities, Jowns, and Kings Palaces, tells us of 
fome Northern parts without Hil/s, and but two or three Springs of running Water, 
fo that their Corm ripeneth with the help of Rain; as alfo ofa Place where the 
Kafterly Winds blowing , the Sea beats in, and in Wefterly Winds (it being then 
fair Weather there) it becomes falt in abundance, which he thinks to be fo contri-. 
ved by Providence,that neither the Portuguese or Dutch, in all their Wars, couldever 
prevent them from injoying of it; Salg being efteemed the principal thing in times of 
Troubles or War: Andthe Place (as he wastold) invironed with Hills on the Lands 
fide, and by Sea, norconvenient for Ships to ride, and very fickly, which is imputed 
by them to a God, whodwellsnear, ina Town on the Road; to whom all that goto 
fetch Salt,ymuft give an Offering and thofe who have ferved both Portuguefe and 
Dutch againft their King, would never aflift to make‘any invafions that way. In 
their Towns, the beft of which belong to Idols, they do not male Streets in Rows, 
but each lives in his own Plantation, and many Towns are defolate, becaufe that if 
many fall fick, and two or three die foon after one another , they conclude the Devil 
isamongft them, andfeaving their Lands and Houfts, return not again, till they be- 
eve the Devil hath left them: 


Their Corn and Husbandry being altogether peculiar, their Fruits, Trees, Roots, 


Plants, Herbs, Flowers, Beafts, Infeéts, Birds, Fifh, and Serpents, being ftrange 
and unufual, may require a further Account for the Curious, and is therefore referved 
for fomé following Memorial ; we fhall only at thistime givea particular Specimen of 
the Leaf of a Tree, called the Ta/lipot , a Tree as big and tall as a Ship’s Matt, 
bearing only Leafs, which is much to be admired ; one fingle Leaf being fo prodi- 
gioufly broad and large, that it will cover fifteen or twenty Men, and keep them 
dry in rainy Weather. This. Leaf dryed is very ftrong and limber, and moft won- 
derfully made for convenience ; for though it is. fo broad, when open, yet it will 
fold as clofe as a Lady’s Fan, and then is no. bigger than a Man’s Arm, it isfolight 
that they cut them into pieces, and carry them in theirhands ; thewhole Leaf {pread 
is round almoft like a Circle, but beingcut in pieces for ufe, they are fomewhat like 
a Triangle: They lay them on their heads, with the picked end foremoft, which makes 
their way through the Boughs and Thickets. This Leaf fhades from the Sun’s heat, 
keeps the Soldiers on their March from Rain, aad in the Night makes them Tents for 
+o lye under. 
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From the Journal des Scavans, fer forth May 20. 1680. 
Les quinze Livres des Deipnofophiftes d° Athence traduits pour la premiere 


fois en Francois fur le Gree Original aprés les verfions Latines de Nutae 


lis Comes & deDelechamp. In 4to. @ Paris, 16 80: > 


T was abfolutely neceflary that there fhould be found a Pen no lefsinur’d to Labour, 
] nor lefs fruitful in 'Tranflations than that of Monfeur the Abbot Mavoves, to 
perform in the French Tongue, and in fo little time, the Traduction of. ArLemeus, 
whom no body hath had the boldnefs hitherto to put in any velcar Language. 

The Fifteen Books whereof this WorkisCompos'd, are ftor’d with great variety of 


, 


curious and pleafant Kemarks, if we except thofé of the 13th Lool., which {ccm to 
exprefs too much liberty. 

Here are to be found the Verfes of above 300 Poets, which Athen.cus {ets cown 
with the Teftimony of more than 700famous Writers, upon almoft ali forts of Mat- 
ters, but particularly upon Fe/?ivals, which is the chief Subject of this Worl; fo 
the Title of itis Aerryocoarsud ; that is to fay, the Fanguet of Wife Men. 

This famous Greek Writer, Nativeof the City of Naweratis, in Egypt, fuppofes 
here, that one Laurentius, who of a Lufitanian had the honour to become a Roman 
Citizen, had invited home to a great Collation, feveral Perfons well shill’d inal] fore 
of Literature and Knowledge: And as he did it with equal Wigand Magnificence, fo 
he omitted nothing that could be conceiv’d to be moft exc, and curious in this 
kind, which gave him occafion to difcourfe to thefe Learne@y of many pleafant 
SubjeSts. So here we fee the inordinate Inclination to Gluttony of Melanthius, which 
made him with his Neck as longas a Crane’s, that he might be the longer a Tafting 
the Pleafure of Eating and Drinking. The Liberality of Cyrus, to give whole Cities 
to his Favourites, as to Pytharcus of Cyzicus, on whom he beflow’d Seven, asa Token 
of his Friendfhip. The feveral different Qualities of Wines and Waters.” The ex- 
tream humidity of Lafrtes, fo that he never crank any thing, and notwithftanding 
urin'd as others do. The Vertue of Coleworts, to prevent being drunk, if they are 
eaten before drinking. How the fair Helena, fo much talk’d of, hath pafs’d in the 
PoetickFiction, to be bornof an Egg, becaufe fhe was brought up with new laid Eggs 
How Lucullus, who vanquifh’d Mithridates and Tigranes, having brought firft into 
Iealyg Plant of Cerafus, a City of Pontus in Afa, gave the Name of Cherry to the 
Fruit of thisTree. How inthe City of Scolon, in Beotia, they formerly erected Sta- 
tues in honour of Megalartes and Megalomaxes for-being the Inventors of Bread and 
Meal. 

Some have thought that Staph:lus was the firft that-contriv'd ‘the mixin e Water with 
- Wine, but here the Glory of it is given to ~4mphi‘tion, King of Athens, as the Inven- 
tionof delicious Dithes isto Paniafis. Among great life-eaters,we find here a Queen 
of the Syrians, call Gatu, who was fo infatiable therein, that for fear there fhould 
not be enough for her felf, fhe gave exprefs Commands toall her Subjects by 2 publick 
Proclamation, not to eat Fifh, without her Allowance, which fhe granted bur very 
rarely.. Hiftory has been careful enough to preferve the Names of gréat Drinkers; 
but for great Eaters, there is nothing certainly that comes near what is reported oi 
Comblettes, King of the Lydians, who was to fuch a degree greedy, that he devour’¢ 
his Wife in one Night. If 4rcheftratus and the Poet Philetas had eaten as mucl 
asthis Prince, they had doubtlefs been bigger and heavier than they were, ‘iuce the fir 
being put into a Scale, was found to weigh but one Obolus, andthe other was fain t 
put Leaden Ball; toins Feet, for feas the Wind fhould carry him away. 


Thofe 
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Thofe who defire to befurther inform’d, may take the pains themfelvésto read this 
‘Work, whereinthey will find a thoufand Particalars of this Nature. The Parafites, 
the Automata’s, the Enigms, the Garlands, the Flowers, the Nature of Fifh, Birds, 
and Shells, &c. will furnifh them with very confiderable Obfervations. . 





From the Journal Des Scavans, fet forth Feb. 20. 1679. 
Iforia Botanica di Giacomo Zanoni, femplicifta G fopraintendente all horto 
publico di Bologna. In Fol. in Bologna. 


His Hiftory does not only comprife the Defcription and Figure of the Plants which 

this Author has cultivated in his own proper Garden, and in the Garden of Plants 
of Bolognia, whereof he is Keeper, which (as he affirms) are all very rare and curious. 
We may find here befides a great Number of others, which areonly to be met with in 
foreign Countries, efpecially in the Jndies ; which Seignior Zanon: has taken, as well 
from a Manufcript of Father Matthew Sr. Fofeph, as out of the Work of Father Va- 
Lerio, both of them barefoot Carmelites. We fhall only inftance in two or three, 
which are very remarkable, whence we may be able to judge of the reft. 

The World is fufficiently inform’d of the Vertue of the Plant called the Senfitive, 
becaufe it feems fo fenfible of the leaft touch, that it retires, and gathers it felf up, 
as if it would not be touch’d; we find inthis Book one of this kind, that has this 
peculiar to it felf, that it does the fame at the leaftbreath of Wind, and fromthe time 
theSun fets, till it rs again above the Hor7zon. 

The fecond, vil may call the Antipathetick Plant, is found in Peru, and has 
fo great an Antipathy’to Man,that it wholly difappears,as foon as any one touches it,or 
fo much as comes near it. 

And the third is the Totavari of Malabar, whole Flowers being handled, by the 
fcent do reprefs Carnal Motions. 





From the Fournal des Scavans, fet forth April22. 1680. 
Traitté de Medecine contenant la parfaite connoiffance del homme, la fanguification 
an Coeur, &c. par le Sieur de la Chaume D.en Medicine. In 12. 4 Auxerre,1680. 


“His Author being of no Party, follows indifferently the Ancient and Modern Phi- 
T lofophers, when in his Opinion they {peak true: As with the frit he owns not 
the Generation by Eggs, fo with fome of the /atter he admits the fanguification of the 
Heart , and, what is generally received, the Cireulation of the Blood: What is more 
particular in this Work, is a Treatife of Urines, wherein the Author feems to have 
omitted nothing that may ferve to make Prognofficks thereon. Hereunto he hath 
added the Compofition of fome /pecifick Remedies, whiich he ufeth againft feveral 
Diftafes. Among thefehe teacheth the way of purging Children without taking any 
thing by the Mouth, by mixing together an Onnce of the Juyce of Rue, as much 
Ox-Gall, and half an Ounce of Aloes in Powder, and fteeping in it a linnen Cloth fo 
large as to drink up the whole Compofition, he applies it on the Pit of the Stomach, 
and onthe Navel at going to Bed ; the next Morning it will purge, or however, the 
day after, repeating the fame. For perfons of more years, the Dofe is to be doubled ; 
tis hurtful to none but Women with Child. 
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London: Printed for Henry Faithorne and fobn Kerfey, at the Rofé 
in St. Pauls Church-yard. 1682. 





